
GADOLINIUM SCREENING 
TO BE PERFORMED BY SCHEDULING DEPARTMENT PRIOR TO ALL CONTRAST 

ENHANCED MRI’S AND CONFIRMED BY TECHNOLOGIST PRIOR TO EXAM

The ACR Contrast Committee and the Subcommittee for MR Safety members now recommends, as of July 2007, 
pre-screening patients prior to the administration of Gadolinium-Based MR Contrast Agents (GBMCA). 

It is recommended that prior to elective Gadolinium Based MR Contrast Agent (GBMCA) administration, a recent (e.g., last 
6 weeks) Glomerular Filtration Rate (GFR) assessment be reviewed.

Scheduling Patient questionnaire:

If a patient has a history of any of the following  a Creatinine level must be available for review by the MRI 
technologist dated not more than 6 weeks prior to exam. 
 1. Renal disease (including solitary kidney, renal transplant, renal tumor)                               
 2. Age >60                                                                                                                        
 3. History of Hypertension                                                                                                                             
 4. History of Diabetes                                                                                                      

For patients with a history of the following, Creatinine level must be available dated no more than 
ONE week prior to exam:

     A.  History of severe hepatic disease/liver transplant/pending liver transplant.

If patient answers NO to all questions, MRI exam may be scheduled without delay

If patient answers yes to any of the above refer case to MRI technologist who must must obtain Creatinine 
and calculate GFR utilizing slide rule. 

Technologist:

For patients answering Yes to questions 1-4:

If GFR is <30 mL/min/1.73m2  then the patient cannot receive gadolinium and noncontrast exam or alternative 
modality may be considered. Discuss with referring physician. 

If GFR is between 30-60 then perform MRI consent. 

If GFR is greater than 60, perform MRI consent.

If patient answered no to all questions above however Creatinine is incidentally available, follow above 
guidelines with the exception of GFR >60 in which no consent is necessary.

*For patients answering Yes to question A, if GFR is below 60 contrast may NOT be administered.

Creatinine:________            GFR:_________

Technologist signature:______________________________
Date:______________


